Representatives of the Secession Territory and MSAD #51 Joint Statement

The Representatives of the Secession Territory and MSAD #51 have reached a tentative agreement on the terms of the separation of Chebeague Island from MSAD #51 upon secession from the Town of Cumberland.  This agreement is subject to approval by the MSAD #51 Board of Directors and the five Secession Territory Representatives representing Chebeague Island.

The tentative agreement between MSAD #51 and the Secession Petitioners is premised on the establishment of an independent municipal school unit by the Town of Chebeague Island upon secession from the Town of Cumberland and reflects a fair settlement of District assets and liabilities.  In substantial part, the objectives of both parties have been satisfied including the independent governance of the Chebeague Island elementary school by the Town of Chebeague Island and the mitigation of any tax increase to the residents of mainland Cumberland and North Yarmouth as a result of the separation of Chebeague Island from MSAD #51.  The agreement was reached through the collaborative efforts of the representatives from both sides.

The outline of the settlement is as follows:

· The Town of Chebeague Island will assume a proportionate share of the District’s bonded annual debt service based on State Equalized Valuation

· The Town of Chebeague will pay the sum of $3.5 million to the District at the time of secession.  In consideration of this payment, 

· The District will educate at SAD 51 schools, without any additional tuition payments, Chebeague Island students in grades 6 through 12 for seven years from the date of secession.

· All property owned by MSAD #51 and situated on Chebeague Island shall become the property of the Town of Chebeague Island.  All other property owned by MSAD #51 shall remain the property of MSAD #51. 

It is anticipated that a more comprehensive agreement will be executed following approval by the District’s Board of Directors and the Five Representatives of the Secession Territory. 

