Chebeague Pre-K- Transitional K News    -  September 12, 2008
It was great to see many of you and your children at open house on Tuesday evening.  It was a busy time to answer any questions but feel free to ask any as they arise. 

The children are doing a wonderful job of settling into the routine.  We continue to work on grace and courtesy in our classroom.  Miss Cheryl and I greet them everyday with a hand shake and work on eye contact to accompany the greeting.  Daily we share at circle taking turns with the talking feather.  At snack and lunch we wait for all to be seated and we say thanks before we eat.

Last Friday we harvested potatoes and on Monday we washed some which Ann then cooked for us.  We each did mashing and then ate them for snack.  We harvested tomatoes yesterday and will harvest potatoes again today.  Harvesting potatoes is like treasure hunting for them.

We have started our letter of the week and our currently featured author is Eric Carle.  Some children have had lessons on other works in the classroom but this week’s group presentations have included.

Language

· The sound “s” makes.  Initially we work with just the phonetic sound as this is what they need to decode words.  Later we will add letter identification.  You can follow this up by listening for words that include the “s” sound.  Easiest to isolate is when it is a beginning sound followed by a vowel but you can also listen for it when blended with a constant, mid word or an ending sound.

· Rock painting – language writing development

· Metal insets – shape identification and pencil practice

· Caps for Sale – Story retelling board

· The sand tray – small tray in which writing is practiced with their finger tip

Sensorial

· Red rods – (visual discrimination- long/short)

· Sound/No sound sorting

· Cylinders of different dimensions to grade and sort.

Math
· Spindle box – (rods to count and correspond to its appropriate numeral) 

Practical Life/Art

· Making mashed potatoes

· Dry pouring in an opaque container (previous cups were clear)

· Transferring beans with a spoon – fine motor development

· Texture plates for making crayon rubbings

Music
· Tuesday was/is our music and movement day:  Animal Action, The Freeze, What Can We do Today
Science

· Thursday we visited our Nature Classroom and felt a non –living string ball in the “feely box”.  Then we closed our eyes and listened.

· Sorting of living/non-living objects

History

· Henry’s birthday circle.  We celebrate by having the child walk around a candle (sun) representing each year he has been on planet earth.  Of course we sing too (
Cultural/Peace
· Our peace circle introduced three yoga poses:  Candle, Dog, Mouse.  With yoga we work to increase body awareness and ability to focus the mind and body in a peaceful manner.
Next week our new letter sound will be “m”.
Calendar updates:
Tuesday, Sept. 16 – Walking school bus.  Meet at the Historical Society at 8am.  Breakfast at school.

October 13 – No school, Columbus Day

October 31 – Island Commons Field Trip
Classroom reminders:
Toys, etc. should stay at home.   Any that come to school will be asked to rest in their backpacks.

If you have not already done so please send in a change of clothes for your child in a shoe box sized box or a zip lock bag.  
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                 Harvesting potatoes
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                Washing potatoes
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                                  Mashing potatoes
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Eating potatoes
Thank you for sharing your children

Miss Nancy, Miss Cheryl[image: image5.png]



