
Chebeague Pre-K News- February 17, 2012

We had another eventful week, starting 
with fish printing with Caitlin!  We had two fish, 
one to investigate (along with a few smelt) and one 
with which to make prints.  Each child made two 
prints, one went home and the other they helped 
me label and hang up in the classroom.  The goal is 
not that they remember the specific names of the 
parts but they begin to realize that like plants, 
animals are made up of various parts all of which 
have a function and that the parts work together.  
Second circle was Mitch the Fish story/rhyme. 

 

 
Flounder printing with Caitlin 

 
Do I really have to touch the smelt? 

  

Our other Monday activity was to finish 
the valentine puzzles for parents and to get them 
in the mail.  They thought the trimmer very cool, 
and would eagerly have made them into 25 piece 
puzzles! 

 On Tuesday they delivered their valentines 
to their friends bags lined up in the hallway and 
then engaged in various Valentine’s Day activities.   
 

 
Measuring and graphing how many hearts tall 

 
 

 

Estimating and counting how many candy hearts 
will fit into the heart outline 



 

 
Graphing of candy hearts 

 

Thursday I shared pictures of our 
President, his family, the White House, Oval 
Office, and Air Force 1.  We then looked at 
pennies and quarters again, talked about who was 
on them and practiced flipping coins.  I encourage 
you to continue to play penny heads and tails on 
your own. The shaking and flipping is a great fine 
motor exercise.  You can add in names of coins.  
 Friday we were the only class at school and 
the children enjoyed doing most of the big kids 
jobs:  putting up and taking down the flags, 
compost, and feeding the creatures in the touch 
tank.  They squeezed oranges to make orange 
juice, cut bananas for snack and helped Mrs. 
Summa make their pizza lunch.  They each made 
an invitation, inviting Bump to join them for lunch.  
 A special event on Friday was Mary Todd 
bringing in a trap and 4 lobsters for the children 
to investigate.   

 
Did you know there are tiny hairs on the antennae? 

Earlier in the week a child asked me how do 
lobsters breathe?  I had no idea.  Caitlin, our 
Island Fellow assisted in finding the answer.  
Although not readily visible lobsters do in fact 
have gills.  Through openings between a lobsters 
legs on the underside of their body water passes 
over the gills and up towards the head.  
Periodically the flow of reverses flushing debris 
out.  You can read more about this at:  
http://www.parl.ns.ca/lobster/overview.htm  or 
http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rm/lobster/guide/index.ht
m#biology  

Our peace circle involved mirroring the 
motions of a friend.  This is fun to do with them 
at home.  It is calming and involves focus and 
concentration. Keep the motions slow and mostly 
with your hands.  Slow quiet background music 
helps.  I used Pachelbel’s Canon in D. 
 

 
Peace circle mirror movement activity 

 

 
Visual discrimination:  font sorts letters  m  t  a 



 

 
Matching objects/pictures to their beginning 

letter sounds 
 
 

 
Squeezing oranges to make orange juice - yummy 

 
 

 
Peeling and slicing bananas for snack 

 
 

 
Numerals and Counters – learning about odds and 

evens 
 

 
Stories and constructions in the block area have 

grown in complexity. 
 
 

Calendar updates 
Feb. 20-24:  Winter break, no school 

 
 

Thank you for sharing your children 
Have a great vacation! 

Miss Nancy 


