Chebeague Pre-K News    -   February 15, 2008

Our Chinese New Year activities have been lots of fun.  A big thank  you to Vicki Todd for helping out with our Chinese Lantern craft last Friday. We danced our dragon down the hall and back at snack time.  

Islander boat talk does wonders.  Through conversations with Ann Long (our cook/custodian) we ended up being loaned real turtle shells for us to examine to complement our reptile studies.  Thank you David and Ann!

Sally Ballard helped get our valentine works off to a great start working with the children to write love letters.  The children drew pictures wrote a few words, folded, and stamped their envelopes.  On Tuesday we put them in the mailbox for delivery.  Jenny helped us with our valentine necklaces on Tuesday and Thursday (rolling and cutting salt dough and then coloring them).  Sam Birkett also joined us on Thursday to help the children create their own valentine and envelope with paper and craft materials.  We were a busy group.

Friday we joined the elementary children for their Inuit games celebration.    

New works presented at circle:

Language

· The letter sound “w” 
· Matching intricate valentines
· Writing and mailing love letters
· We reenacted Jan Brett’s “The Mitten”
Practical Life /Art

· Lacing valentines and pasta

· Wet chalk firework drawings for Chinese New Year

· Salt dough heart necklaces

· Fancy edge craft scissors

Math

· Patterning valentines

· Sequencing valentines – odd and even numbers

· Valentine set’s basket – one to one association 1-10

Science 

· We had the opportunity to handle real turtle carapaces and two other complete shells.  Wow!

· Snake lesson on their vision during shedding and how they hear through vibrations

History

· Valentine’s Day, President’s Day

· Full Moon – Feb 20 -  “The Snow Moon”

 Cultural/Peace

· More about Asia

· Their own love light lesson and how we keep our inner lights burning bright and what happens to our love light when we are sad or angry.

Music and movement

· We learned about Bach’s life and color and paste a book about him.

*Our next new letter sound will be short “o”. *

Calendar updates:

Feb 18-22 No school - Winter break 
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Chinese New Year Dragon Dance 

Thank you for sharing your children. 
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