Chebeague Pre-K- Transitional K News  -  February 13, 2009
We started the week with the letter k and a discussion about the gorgeous February full moon.  A favorite work this week has been Mat Man.  The Mat Man activities aim to improve the amount and accuracy of details included in a child’s representation of themselves or other human figures and aids in letter formation. Its parts (legs, arms, feet, ears and smile) when appropriately arranged can form all the upper case and many of the lower case letters.

Thursday we joined the K-5 students for an all school trivia game led by Jerry Wiles.  It was a wonderful cooperative learning experience complete with cake and a gift to each child of Jerry’s favorite image of Lincoln (a five dollar bill).  Look for the envelope in their folder.  

We concluded our week with a valentine craft.  Jamie Calthorpe supported the children making print indentations onto small sheets of Styrofoam with heart shaped cookie cutters.  Then they added lines or dots for texture before rolling a brayer through ink and making prints.  In your child’s folder will be their printing block and one print done by them and one print done by a friend.  The friend’s effort was a gift from a classmate as part of our valentine exchange.   

Our new works this week:

Language

· Letter sound “k” with Miss Sally

· Matching heart designs

· Mat Man activities
Practical Life/Art

· Water squeezing with a baster.

· Pouring into multiple (2) containers

· Figure drawing – mat man

· Cutting and folding paper to make envelopes

· Making heart prints with Styrofoam trays

Math

· Graphing how many hearts tall we were relative to Abe Lincoln
Science

· Parts of a Turtle book
History

· February Full Moon – called either The Snow Moon or The Hunger Moon
Music

· Our new composer is Joseph Haydn.  We talked about the 3 components of music – beat, feelings, and melody.  Our focus this week was on feelings and the terms piano and forte were introduced as we learned the theme of Haydn’s Surprise symphony.  At lunch the children love to pretend to fall asleep and then awaken to Haydn’s surprise.  

· We had two indoor recess days where we did movement.   On Monday, in celebration of Lincoln we did the Freedom march and Stars and Stripes along with a fun movement song called Listen and Move by Greg & Steve.  It includes, walking, galloping, tip toeing, running, skating, and hoping.  On Thursday we repeated Listen and Move and The Numbers Jump from last week along with a counting echo song called Counting up to Twenty.
Peace

· Our new peacemaker is themselves.  This week the magic mirror box went around and reflected to them the most wonderful peacemaker in the world.  Their reactions were very sweet.
*Our next new letter sound will be “w”.

Calendar updates:
Feb. 18, 10:30am:  Library story time at Kid’s Place.  Unregistered children when accompanied by an adult are welcome.

Feb. 16-20:  No school - Mid Winter break

March 13:  Island Commons visit

Notices:

Look for the mat man “homework” lesson in your child’s folder.  This is a keep at home project.  
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“Cooperative addition with unit beads, ten bars, hundred flats, and 1000 cubes.  
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“Mat Man” work

Thank you for sharing your children - Have a safe and happy winter break
Miss Nancy, Miss Cheryl[image: image3.png]



