Chebeague Pre-K- Transitional K News  -  December 5, 2008
We had a nice transition back after our Thanksgiving break.  On Monday, Miss Sally worked with the children on letter sound “l” and on Tuesday each child shared their letter of the week page at morning circle.  

Friday was a busy day as Miss Jamie helped the children each make a slipper which they hung up as children in Europe would do for St. Nicholas Day.  While we were out at recess our St. Nicholas “puppet” was busy putting a chocolate candy into each slipper.  Friday was also our day to visit our friends at the Island Commons.  We shared the songs and dramatics that we will be doing for the Holiday Concert and played a modified hide and seek game with the residents.  Great fun with special friends.

As the children are in different stages of learning some language and math works are appearing on the shelf for individualized lessons.  Children may then observe others doing the work and ask for a lesson when they are ready.  

This week’s new works - some presented at circle, others on the shelf for individual lessons

Language

· Letter sound “l”

· Holiday pin punching – Evergreen tree and star

Practical Life/Art

· Sponge squeezing transfer

· New squeezing/sorting work – bead transfer with toast tongs

· How to draw a volcano

Sensorial

· Remaining geometric solids ovoid (egg shape), ellipsoid (pointed at both ends- think football like), rectangular prism, triangular prism, square based pyramid, triangle based pyramid.  

· Geometric solids mystery bags – matching what your friend pulled out of his bag with same shaped object from your bag.  

· Knobless cylinder extension cards

Geography

· Volcano eruption – the classic baking soda and vinegar demonstration

· Flat map of world in two hemispheres.  We flattened an inflatable globe to help visualize how flat maps are created.

Math

· The 100 board

Music

· We are listening to Tchaikovsky’s  Nutcracker Suite at lunchtime.  

· For movement we added rhythm sticks to one of our songs and walked on a balance beam.

History

· New Month – December

· St. Nicholas Day activities

Peace

· Yoga poses – tickle table, earthquake, and lotus flower.  Story read was The Gift of Nothing, a sweet story about gift giving and friendship.
*Next week our new letter sound will be “short i”. 

The letter sound will be presented on Monday and their project with Miss Sally will be to make a letter of the week page.  They will have the option of freehand drawing or coloring and cutting from supplied choices.  A child is welcome to bring in an image from home to support this effort. During Tuesday’’s first circle the children will share their letter page.  Try to brainstorm some short “i” sounds this weekend (ex. itch, igloo).  
Calendar updates:
Dec 8:  Teacher and interpreter from the Solovetsky Islands in Russia to visit CIS

Dec 9:  All school Holiday Concert, 7-8:30pm

Dec. 12:  No School/Teacher workshop

Dec/ 23:  Early release at 11:30 – no lunch
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Sorting beads and practicing number writing
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Sorting and matching five to ten sided polygons to their solid, thick, and thin lined templates.
Thank you for sharing your children

Miss Nancy, Miss Cheryl[image: image3.png]



