
Notes from the CICA meeting on November 27, 2012 at 7:15pm at Beth Howe's home: 

 
Present: Bob Earnest, Beth Howe, John Wilson, Shannon Smith, Dave Whiston, Deb Hall, 
Mabel Doughty, Mary Holt, Eldon Mayer, Celia Whitehead, Emily Thomas, and Herb 
Maine. 
 
 
1. Discussion of and action on membership and function of the Agriculture Committee -  
 
Celia discussed her projects regarding agriculture on the island. She is working with the 
school to incorporate the garden into the classroom, integrating the garden into the 
curriculum, and encouraging interest in learning about the garden. She is also working with 
Ruth Slagle on introducing local foods into the food pantry and perhaps having 
community-cooking gatherings where people can take away meals for others in the 
community. 
 
Celia is also working on pulling together stories of loved trees on the island. If there is a 
history or special story about a tree that you know of, contact Celia. And lastly, she is 
gathering information on the amount of interest there is in community shares - sharing a 
pig, a cow, etc.  
 
We were also introduced to Emily Tomas who is here doing research for her Master’s 
thesis on Island Fisheries and Community Development. She grew up on Islesford and 
currently lives and studies on Prince Edward Island. 
 
John Wilson moved to have an Agricultural Committee, which Beth Howe seconded, and 
all agreed. This committee will address issues of food and fuel and tie it into economical 
development. This committee is open to all. 
 
Bob is researching the co-op software with regards to tying in our local farmers to the list 
of vendors. 
 
Volunteers for the committee are Deb Hall, Celia Whitehead, Erin Whetham, Bob 
Earnest, Shannon Smith, and is still open to others that are interested. The first meeting 
will be posted at which "chairs" will be decided and more members may join in. Bob will 
work on a date for the first meeting. 
 
2. Discussion of provisions in the current Zoning Ordinance concerning agriculture. Are  
there any changes needed? 
 
Beth Howe stated that there are three provisions on agriculture. She asks that people take a 
look and think about the amount of regulation as well as the type of regulation. Is it too 
much or too little? She notes that regulations are especially strict on shore land zones, 
barns are restricted, saw mills are only mentioned as allowed temporarily, and there is no 
reference to sheep, goats, rabbits, etc. Is it needed? Any help would be welcome and there 
is no deadline on this.  
 



3. Discussion of Eldon's memo. 
 
Eldon informs the group that the memo has been revised and is still a draft.  He asks that 
anyone email him suggestions; his email is in the phone book. Eldon asked if CICA would 
want to support him in some way (i.e. his work would be under the umbrella of CICA, the 
member of his group could also be CICA members, etc). 
 
There was discussion yet no actions were taken. Bob asked for Eldon to first 
finish/finalize the memo and that we could address it at that point. 
 
4. How often, and where, will CICA meet going forward? (Does AH/YRH continue to 
meet monthly?) 
 
John motioned that CICA meet once per month with a representative from AH and the 
Agriculture committee present with an update. Deb Hall seconded and all agreed.  
 
The next meeting was set for December 18th (tentatively), which will be at the meeting 
room at the town hall behind the Fire Dept. at 7:15. All future meetings will be at this 
location. During this meeting we will discuss the Agriculture Committee's meeting 
schedule.  
 
 
5. New Business 
 
No new business. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm.  
 

 

 


